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BY HISASI ISIDA

Inaugural Address
of the International Working Men’ s
Association

The First International

VOL.20

11-12

But there was in store a still greater victory of the political eco
nomy of labor over the political economy of property. We speak of the c
o-operative movement, especially the co-operative factories raised by t
he unassisted efforts of a few bold “ hands” . The value of these great

social experiments cannot be overrated. By deed instead of by argument,
they have shown that production on a large scale, and in accord with t
he behests of modern science, may be carried on without the existence o
f a class of masters employing a class of hands; that to bear fruit, th
e means of labor need not be monopolized as a means of dominion over, a
nd of extortion against, the laboring man himself; and that, like slave
labor, like serf labor, hired labor is but a transitory and inferior f
orm, destined to disappear before associated labor plying its toil with
a willing hand, a ready mind, and a joyous heart. In England, the seed
s of the co-operative system were sown by Robert Owen; the workingmen’
s experiments tried on the Continent were, in fact, the practical upsho
t of the theories, not invented, but loudly proclaimed, in 1848.

At the same time the experience of the period from 1848 to 1864 ha

s proved beyond doubt that, however, excellent in principle and however

useful in practice, co-operative labor, if kept within the narrow circ
le of the casual efforts of private workmen, will never be able to arre
st the growth in geometrical progression of monopoly, to free the masse
s, nor ewven to perceptibly lighten the burden of their miseries. It is
perhaps for this very reason that plausible noblemen, philanthropic mid
dle—class spouters, and even keep political economists hawe all at once
tumed nauseously complimentary to the very co-operative labor system
they had vainly tried to nip in the bud by deriding it as the utopia of
the dreamer, or stigmatizing it as the sacrilege of the socialist. To
save the industrious masses, co-operative labor ought to be developed t
o national dimensions, and, consequently, to be fostered by national me
ans. Yet the lords of the land and the lords of capital will always use
their political privileges for the defense and perpetuation of their e
conomic monopolies. So far from promoting, they will continue to lay ev
ery possible impediment in the way of the emancipation of labor. Rememb
er the sneer with which, last session, Lord Palmerston put down the adv
ocated of the Irish Tenants’ Right Bill. The House of Commons, cried h
e, is a house of landed proprietors.
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